HI—T05S5LDBE
T—<1 BRBEROREEFE

Issues on Families and Works in Contemporary Japan
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Housework and Child Care in Japanese Families

Lecturer:Masako Ishii-Kuntz (Family Sociology)

In these sessions, several topics related to contemporary Japanese families are covered
from sociological perspectives. These topics include, among others, marriage,
work-life-balance, division of housework and child care, parenting, and socialization of
children. We will read and review research articles that appeared in such well-known
journals as Journal of Marriage and Family, Family Relations and Journal of Family
Issues. Active participation in class discussions will be strongly encouraged. Class
evaluations are based on attendance, participation in discussions, and a short written

assignment.
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Family Resources and Student Achievement

Lecturer: Yuko Nonoyama-Tarumi (Sociology of Education, Comparative
Education)

In these sessions, we are going to examine inequity in student achievement in Japan.
The first part will cover basic sociological theories of why educational inequity exists
and persist. The second part will review several empirical studies to examine the effects
of family background, parental involvement and parental investment on student
achievement. The third part will be discussion on educational inequity based on these

findings.
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Environments and Child Development

Lecturer: Yoichi Sakakihara (Pediatrics,Pediatric Neurology)

Secure development of children is one of the most important issues in child care and
education. Since the trajectory of child development is shaped by gene and
environments, we need to understand the intricate interplays between gene and
environments. In my class, current studies on the relation between child rearing
environments and child development will be reviewed. After an introductory lecture

on child development, we will read recent papers and make discussions on this topic.
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Psychosocial Development and Health-Risk Behaviors during Adolescence
Lecturer: Mika Omori (Clinical Psychology, Health Psychology)

This section invites you to examine adolescent health-risk behaviors from a perspective
of psychology. Because of growing awareness of the short- and long-term health
consequences of health-risk behaviors, psychosocial determinants of these behaviors
have received attention from scholars. This section will be designed to promote your
understanding of adolescent health-risk behaviors such as smoking, drug use, and
problematic eating. It will also explain how psychosocial correlates contribute the
engagement in such behaviors. Participants will enjoy readings, both research papers

and general articles, and classroom discussions as well as lecture. THE MORE YOU



INPUT, THE MORE YOU GAIN!
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Japanese Labor Market and Japanese Workplace from Comparative
Perspective

Lecturer: Nobuko Nagase (Labor Economics)

The aim of this session is to introduce to you some of the features of Japanese labor
market and Japanese workplace. We will first look into the wage structure by gender,
age, tenure, and firm size and compare the data to those of the U.S. We will also
compare labor participation pattern of man and women and the changes in the past
decades between the two countries. In order to search for some of the explanation for
the differences between two countries from labor economics and human resource
management point of view, we will then discuss and look at the core of and the changes
in Japanese employment practices which had often been characterized by long-term
employment, seniority pay and company-based union. Wage rules and training system
will be reviewed. We will lastly discuss the implication of such labor practice on family

life.
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